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Smeal Aerial Apparatus 
by Steve Hagy

Production of fire equipment began when the Snyder (NE) Fire Department approached Donald 
Smeal to see if a tank on a piece of apparatus could be repaired at his machine shop.  It was 
determined that the tank couldn’t be fixed and instead a new, and unusual, tanker with a 42’ 
aerial was constructed for the hometown department.

Requests for new apparatus soon began to arrive from other departments and Smeal Fire 
Apparatus became a reality.  Aerial apparatus represents a major portion of Smeal deliveries.  
Shown below are examples of some of the more interesting Smeal aerials.

A White Road Commander 2 chassis was used for this 104’ aerial.  Prestonsburg (KY) 
was in the market for an aerial and purchased this demonstrator unit off the floor during 
the 1983 Fire Department Instructors Conference in Cincinnati. Steve Hagy photo.

Smeal builds quite a few aerial towers.  Summerville (SC) purchased this unit in 1980. A 
rear-mounted 65’ tower was installed on a Mack MC chassis equipped with tandem rear 
axles. Photo by the late Rick Rudisill.

Ogallala (NE) took delivery of this quint during 1976. The “C”-series Ford chassis was equipped 
with a 750-gpm pump, 250-gallon tank and a 45’ “Astro Star” aerial. Dennis Maag photo.

This is the first fire engine constructed by Smeal Fire Apparatus. A 1964 International chassis 
was used to construct a tanker with a 250-gpm pump, 1200-gallon tank, 42’ aerial and a 
crew cab compartment. John Denney photo.
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~ On the Front Cover ~

After a 14-year restoration, Dr. Mike Denbar started taking 
his 1939 GMC/L.R. Hunter pumper on the muster circuit in 
2025. It has been a hit from the SPAAMFAA Winter muster in 
Florida to Frankenmuth in Michigan and many cities and states 
in between. 

We have been following Mike and the GMC’s restoration for 
at least 10 years in Enjine!~Enjine! and Mike has written the 
final article for this issue. Also, thank you to Mike Sanders for 
the great photos he provided!

Hi fellow members, 

The Kansas City Summer Meeting was a 
momentous event. The Independence 76 Chapter 
did an excellent job. There are many historical sites 
in the area and unfortunately, there was not enough 
time to visit them all. Especially, the National WWI 
Museum and Memorial which I have now been 
to twice and I have still not seen it all. The  Harry 
S. Truman Presidential Library and Museum was 
another tour that Jeanne and I went on and we did 
not see it all. Guess we will make another trip there.

Your Board of Trustees met for close to eight 
hours on SPAAMFAA Business. One of the most 
important items we dealt with was the Archives. 

Earlier this year we knew our lease of the space 
at ATHS was up for renewal. Archives Chairman 
Warren Lunn was in constant communications with 
ATHS about what the renewal cost may be.

We held our Board of Trustees meeting at the ATHS 
building and our Executive Committee met with 
ATHS’s Executive Director for a long discussion. 
Long story short, after that meeting, your Executive 
committee took the recommendation back to the 
Board of Trustees to move the Archives out of 
the ATHS building and Kansas City. The question 
then was where to? District 9 Trustee Owen Franz 
volunteered to house the Archives at his museum 
in Slinger, WI. This was approved by the Board of 
Trustees. Trustee Franz spearheaded the move. He 
arranged the packing and transportation to Wisconsin. 
This proved to be a great savings for SPAAMFAA. 
There will be more to add to this story later.

As you know, I have mentioned that the website is 
being redone. It is taking longer than expected due 
to the first vendor backing out. A new vendor has 
been hired, and templates have been sent to the 
Board of Trustees for their approval. Slow, but sure 
progress. 
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Greetings,

I cannot imagine what it would take to look at a rig in a field in deplorable condition 
and decide “I’m going to restore this pumper.” Luckily, Mike Denbar made that decision 
with his 1939 GMC/L. R. Hunter. After 14 years of dedication to the project Mike has a 
piece of fire apparatus that gets rave reviews everywhere it goes. Hopefully, the photos 
included will make admirers of Mike’s restoration skills out of you as well.

One of the topics at the Summer National Muster and Convention was the “new” 
apparatus that is showing up at musters. Admittedly, it is hard to acknowledge that the 
pumper I first served on is now an antique, but it was obvious in both Independence 
(MO) and again in Frankenmuth that these “newer antique rigs” are here to stay. This 
is good for two reasons, one, it means fire apparatus is being saved and two, younger 
generations own these rigs and hopefully will become SPAAMFAA members. Anyway, 
Anthony Buono has written a great article covering this subject titled “The New 
Antiques.” The article covers many of the manufacturers of fire apparatus that were 
around in the ‘70s, ‘80s, and ‘90s.

The muster season has been going for several months and we have yet to get any 
event photos for Enjine!~Enjine!. Members please encourage your chapter officers to 
send photos.

Thank you all, 
Scott Rollins, Co-Editor 
Duane Trautman, Co-Editor

Future E!E! issue submission due dates:

2025-4 due by 10-01-25 

2026-1 due by 01-01-26 

2026-2 due by 04-01-26 

2026-3 due by 07-01-26

Contact your Editors:

Scott Rollins
Call: 317.439.8425
Email: editoreditor@comcast.net
Mail: 4486 E Hadley Road
 Mooresville, IN  46158

Duane Trautman
Call: 717.926.2531
Email: dtrautman67@outlook.com
Mail: 136 S. 8th St. 
 Lebanon, PA 17042

As I mentioned in my last Chief’s Chair about starting a Membership Committee. 
District 5 Trustee Tom Hooker has stepped up to chair this committee and they have 
started to put together a program. 

In this issue of E!E! you will find the registration form for the Winter Meeting in San 
Antonio, Texas at the San Antonio Fire Museum. The Museum has put together quite 
an agenda. 

We will be staying at the Historic Menger Hotel. If you want to stay in the old part of 
the hotel that may be haunted (that’s where I’ll be) request your room to be in the old 
section. Hope to see you there.

Lastly, the summer muster season started off with a bang, the Pennsylvania Pump 
Primers had 125 rigs in attendance. What a show! Then it was off to Frankenmuth for 
the Great Lakes International Antique Fire Apparatus Association’s Muster with over 
80 rigs taking part. 

The Bavarian Inn (in Frankenmuth) has a new water park, and I can tell you the 
grandkids had a wonderful time there. We had beautiful weather for both events.

As always it was Fun, Friends, Family, and Fire Trucks!

Remember, I can always be reached at timothycosgrovejones@gmail.com with any 
questions or concerns.

Best, 
Cos

Chief’s Chair (continued)

Upcoming SPAAMFAA National Conferences

Winter 2026 - San Antonio, Texas 
March 3 - March 7

Summer 2026 - Marlborough, Massachusetts 
August 27 - August 30

Winter 2027 - Dallas, Texas (Texas Fire Museum) 
March 18 - March 21

Summer 2027 - Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
TBD

Winter 2028 - Open
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Hello. I have met Scott several times at musters, but I don't think I have met 
you, Duane. I immensely enjoy reading the quarterly book and commend you 
for the work you do in putting this together.  Well done.

But I have a comment for your consideration.  This latest picture issue 
prompted me to make this comment. 

On most of the pictures the rigs are identified by year and city of service. The 
picture lists the person submitting the photo.  I feel the caretaker, owner of 
the picture book quality rig is more important to us as readers than the photo 
supplier. I know you are aware of the interest and time the owners put into 
preservation and operations of these old trucks and the expense to move 
them to shows. There is a pride in seeing our truck in Enjine!~Enjine!, and it 
would be gratifying to have our name published with the baby picture! 

Please consider this, and thanks for your promotion of our hobby.

Francis Glenn / Blenheim, Ontario, CANADA

Hi Francis,

The folks submitting photos send many photos, which is fantastic, but a portion 
have little to no information. Usually, we only know who the photographer is because 
that is who sends us the photos (but that assumption has been wrong before) and 
we will ask them for information first. If the photographer has no information, we 
spend hours every year on the internet trying to chase down information on rigs and/
or exchanging emails with folks from the chapters that hosted events to get good 
information for the captions.

For the record, we hate publishing photos with no information BUT we’d rather have 
the photos that cover a muster without information to publish than no photos at all.

So, all that to say if we are given the owner’s information we do publish it, but if there 
is no information on a photo in the muster issue of Enjine!~Enjine! we were not given 
any information when the photo was submitted, and we cannot find information on 
our own either through our photographer contacts and/or research on the internet.

I hope this answers your concerns. Thank you for taking the time to contact us.

Duane & Scott

Dear Editor,

Where have all the 700s gone? Not that long ago you’d see at least 4 or 5 at 
every muster you went to. Now you rarely see one. They seem to have been 
replaced by Tilt-cab Fords and, in my opinion, that's not an improvement. What 
happened to all of them, I realize that as we get older the new enthusiasts are 
more interested in what they are familiar with and that’s fine, but I have a hard 
time believing that these rigs survived from the late 40s and 50s into the 80s 
and 90s only to be scrapped then. They must be hiding in garages and barns all 
over the place. 

There were so many produced and, like all fire apparatus, when in service 
received great care and maintenance that they entered the hobbyists’ hands in 
great condition so, where are they? If you know of a 700 or even an 800 hiding 
in a barn somewhere, or, God forbid, languishing outdoors in a field, post it on 
the American LaFrance 700/800 Series Fire Apparatus FaceBook group or let 
me know. It’d be great to light a fire, so to speak, under the owners and help 
them get them back into circulation.

Steve Prange / PPPSI
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Hi Scott 

I just opened my latest issue of Enjine Enjine. Love it!!!

Please take a close look at the lettering on the engine cover of that Foamite 
Childs.

Peeking out from behind the siren horn is the letter “J”

My guess is that this truck is from Moorestown, NJ in Burlington County.

God bless, 
John Poiron / Milwaukee WI

Mr. Poiron, you are correct. After looking at the photo and confirming with personnel 
from the Moorestown Fire Department, this is indeed their Childs pumper. This photo 
was part of the article Also Made in New York that appeared in Enjine!~Enjine 
2025-2 (on page 16).

This is the photo Mr. Poiron was referring to and 
you can see the “J” behind the mechanical siren.
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This truck was produced at the end of the Art Deco period. The truck did not originally have 
skirts. I made skirts because I like their appearance and are period correct.

In 1939, GMC built 220 Model 303 1½ ton chassis.  This one is number 
146.  She was built by the L.R. Hunter Company to the specifications of 
the Gordonsville Volunteer Fire Company.  This truck seems to be an early 
rendition of today’s rigs providing inside seating for at least 8 in safety and 
comfort.  This truck has a very colorful past that has been detailed to me by 
two surviving crew members, Mr. Garnett Taylor and Mr. Tommy Ross.  The 
original homemade beer can opener permanently mounted in the truck and 
the ceramic tile floor between the two back seats testify to this. 

Enjine!~Enjine! readers have followed the progress of my restoration of the 
1939 Gordonsville, Virginia GMC/Hunter fire engine.  I acquired this truck 
14 years ago and began the restoration.  The cab was not restorable, and I 
replaced it by cutting it off the body, cutting the back out of a 1940 cab and 
welding that back in place.  I then separated the body from the frame, picked 
it up, and laid it on its side on a homemade trailer.  In addition to the cab 
replacement, I fabricated and welded more than 1200 lbs. of patch panels.  
While I rebuilt the 500-gpm American Marsh pump, she will not pump at all as 
the original plumbing had been removed.  That said, someone in another time 
can recreate it.

More a remanufacturing project than a restoration, I believe this one-off 
apparatus was worth the time, effort and expense to preserve firefighting 
history.

Editor’s note.  Some previous Enjine! Enjine! Articles from the restoration of the 
Gordonsville pumper:

2004-4, pg 12, Cabover issue 
2014-4, pg 12-14, GMC restoration 
2017-2, pg 8-12, GMC restoration part 2 
2017-4, pg 24-27, GMC restoration part 3 
2021-4, pg 8-9, Gordonsville GMC update 

2021-4, pg 24-25, Restoration Idea

Restored and owned by Dr. Mike Denbar
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This homemade opener was made from a flat piece of steel welded 
to a hood latch. The end of a beer can opener and a nail were 
welded to a combination wrench that pivoted on the hood latch. This 
provided the 2 holes required in the steel cans of the day. 

Remnants of the original headliner 
were fabric. I used ABS plastic and 
vinyl upholstery to make the interior. 
All photos by Mike Sanders.

Hunter placed everything in a compartment or niche on the rear of the rig.
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Mike’s attention to detail really shows in this photo of the cab.
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Good day to all of you from Wisconsin,

SPAAMFAA’s Board of Trustees and The Vintage Fire Company are pleased to announce that 
the archives have been packaged and moved to Slinger Wisconsin as of September 4th.

As many of you may have read in the Chief’s Chair in this issue of Enjine!~Enjine! or heard 
about at the Summer Convention, ATHS gave SPAAMFAA the boot as their intention was 
to sell their headquarters.  The board was given until October 9th, to remove the archives 
from the ATHS building.

At the 2025 Summer Convention in Independence (MO), the SPAAMFAA board decided 
to take an offer from The Vintage Fire Company to house the archives at no expense to 
SPAAMFAA as its new permanent home.  

The Vintage Fire Company is going to be providing a room to house the Archives, once they 
have raised enough money to do so.  This fundraising is expected to take up to three years.

On September 2nd myself and Cary Rodregiez (board member of The Vintage Fire 
Company) rented two large box trucks and retrieved the 28 pallets worth of history that 
SPAAMFAA and its members have worked so hard to collect and preserve!  I’d like to say 
thank you to Warren Lun of the Archives Committee, for taking the time to supervise the 
packaging and palletizing of the Archives to streamline collection and transport.

If anyone has any questions please feel free to reach out to me.  Thank you to all our 
members for their continued support!

Owen Franz 
District 9 Trustee 

owenfranz@gmail.com

by Owen Franz

Some of the 28 skids of Archives material that is now at the Vintage Fire 
Company facility.



Owen has put the skids of archival material in pallet racking.

Cary Rodregiez moving a skid out of the ATHS facility with a pallet jack.
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