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Western States Fire Apparatus

Founded in 1955 in Cornelius, Oregon this company began building fire apparatus on commercial 
truck chassis with the majority of their sales to fire departments in Washington and Oregon. Ford 
chassis constituted the bulk of their deliveries with the “F” series being a popular choice. Western 
States was an avid supplier of engines and pumper/tankers equipped with front mounted pumps. 
Custom chassis apparatus was offered beginning in the 1960s with FWD and Seagrave being the 
go-to brands. Competition from other regional and national manufacturers caused the company 
to close up shop in 2003.

by Steve Hagy – Photos by Bill Hattersley

Kenworth began building trucks in Seattle, Washington during 1923. A popular brand 
in the Northwest United States many of their chassis have been used for fire engines. 
Scappoose, Oregon received this big Kenworth/Western States rig in 1978. It has a 
1,250-gpm pump and carries 2,000 gallons of water.

Hillsboro, Oregon took delivery of this 1,250-gpm engine with an “Intra-Cab” pump in 
1973. The “Intra-Cab” was a front mounted pump that was built into a cab-forward chassis. 
Seagrave was the dominant supplier of chassis for this style of apparatus, however FWD, 
Spartan, and Duplex chassis were also available.

Located along the banks of the Snake and Clearwater rivers, Lewiston, Idaho took delivery of 
this 1,000-gpm pumper using the well-liked “C” series Ford chassis in 1963. This apparatus 
changed with the needs of the department as the hard suction hose has been replaced with 
air packs.

Both the 1956 and 1957 Chevrolet chassis had the same appearance and were used in 
abundance by manufacturers coast to coast. This 1957 delivery to Sheridan, Oregon was 
equipped with a 750-gpm pump and 400-gallon booster tank. That white paint job really 
stands out as it sits near a forest.



2024-3 1

(ISSN 0362-2487)

2024-3 Third Quarter

Published quarterly by SPAAMFAA, the Society for 
the Preservation and Appreciation of Antique Motor 
Fire Apparatus in America, P.O. Box 296, Carthage, NY 
13619, an educational, historical, non-profit corporation 
chartered by the Regents of the Education Department, 
State of New York.
 President

 Timothy “Cos” Jones

 President Emeritus

 Frank Tremel

 Editors

 Scott Rollins 

 Duane Trautman
 Associate Editors

 Walter M.P. McCall 
 Steve Hagy 

 Richard Horstmann 

 (1958-2009) 

 Alexander C. Black 

 (1958-2014) 

 Thomas H. Scott,  
 Ph. D. Emeritus 
 (1932-2020)

 Ed Peterson 

 (1932-2024)

 Editorial Office 

 4486 E Hadley Road 

 Mooresville, IN 46158

Yearly subscription to Enjine! ~ Enjine! is payable as part 
of $35.00 annual Society dues.  Rights to the title, Enjine! 
~ Enjine! (USPS 921-920), are reserved by The Home 
Insurance Company of New York, which has granted 
permission for its use.  Change of address or request 
for membership information should be mailed to: Candy 
Bennett 8035 Bird Pond Road, Adams Run, SC 29426-5545.  
Copyright (C) 2024, Society for the Preservation and 
Appreciation of Antique Motor Fire Apparatus in America. 

Table of Contents

Chief’s Chair ...................................................1

Editor’s Notebook .........................................2

Trailer Mounted Fire  

Fighting Pumps - Part 2 .................................3

History of the Syracuse, New York 

Rescue Company, 1933-1997 ....................11

The San Fransisco Fire Department’s 
Shop Built Apparatus ...................................17

Fire Apparatus Preservation Award .........25

Owners Pride ...............................Back Cover

~ On the Front Cover ~

Maxim publicity photo of a Trailer Mounted Fire Fighting Pump. 
Part 2 of Bill Blunden’s article on Trailer Mounted Fire Fighting 
Pumps is in this issue. Photo courtesy Bill Blunden.

Fellow SPAAMFAA Members, 

First, I would like to apologize to all members 
of the Union Fire Historical Society for not 
giving the proper credit to your organization 
in the last issue of Enjine! ~ Enjine!. The 
Allentown Spring Thaw has been organized 
and promoted by the Union Fire Historical 
Society for several years and your hard work 
and efforts are to be saluted. Please forgive my 
senior brain fart!

I have attended the Spring Thaw and the Pump 
Primers fire flea market nearly 20 years and 
I am always amazed at the friendships that 
have evolved from attending these events. 
SPAAMFAA activities are a special opportunity 
to make long-lasting friendships with individuals 
and families that share the same interest in fire 
apparatus and its history. My wife, Jeanne and 
son, Patrick have enjoyed every adventure. Our 
family has been enriched with “new” friends 
from all over the United States, Canada and 
even Australia.

The summer meeting in York, Pennsylvania 
was no exception. It was great to see so many 
members enjoying the muster, flea market, 
banquet, and the special tours. The White Rose 
Chapter, aka, The Old Fire Farts did a great job. 
Hats off to the members of the chapter that 
stepped-up to the task after the untimely death 
of Robert Straw.

The SPAAMFAA Board of Trustees (BOT), 
have been busy communicating electronically 
to keep the organization moving forward 
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Greetings,

Part two of Bill Blunden’s article on Trailer Mounted Fire-Fighting Pumps is in this 
issue. Bill covers the American version of the Trailer Mounted Fire-Fighting Pumps and 
the many ways Americans built and used Trailer Mounted Fire-Fighting Pumps. It is 
amazing that over the course of the war over 15,000 of these were manufactured, but 
very few are around today.

Tom Shand gives us an in-depth article on the Rescue/Squad apparatus that has 
served the city of Syracuse (NY) so well. Tom’s article covers the beginning of a 
rescue companies in Syracuse with the conversion of a 1925 Federal/Obenchain 
Boyer to the rigs of the mid-1990s including a tandem axle monster manufactured 
by Emergency One.

Our friend Thorsten Umbach from Germany put together an article on the San 
Francisco Fire Department’s Central Shop and their many pieces of shop-built 
apparatus. The amount of skill in the San Fran Shops was amazing.

It is time to start sending your muster photos for publication. Please send photos of 
both apparatus and people.

Enjoy, 
Scott Rollins, Co-Editor 
Duane Trautman, Co-Editor

Future E!E! issue submission due dates: 
2024-4 due by 10-01-24 
2025-1 due by 01-01-25 
2025-2 due by 04-01-25 
2025-3 due by 07-01-25

Contact your Editors:

Scott Rollins
Call: 317.439.8425
Email: editoreditor@comcast.net
Mail: 4486 E Hadley Road
 Mooresville, IN  46158

Duane Trautman
Call: 717.926.2531
Email: dtrautman67@outlook.com
Mail: PO Box 1189 
 Lebanon, PA 17042

since the summer meeting. One high priority is refreshing the website. A 
committee has been established and I am proposing a BOT Zoom meeting the 
first week in November. Based on the information discussed at that meeting, 
recommendations will be made at the winter meeting in Kissimmee, Florida.

Speaking of Florida, have you made your reservations? Bob Romig and his crew 
have assembled an exciting itinerary. I urge everyone to get your reservations 
in early and don’t forget your suntan lotion.... a good time will be had by all.

John and Amy Tippet do an outstanding job of publishing the Silver Trumpet, 
but they could use some help. John travels extensively for the Fallen 
Firefighters Foundation and would like to share this opportunity with a few 
more volunteers. John and Amy would be happy to discuss their needs and 
provide you with direction. Don’t hesitate to contact them if you can help.

Speaking of publications, by now you have received the latest issue of Enjine!~ 
Enjine!, published by Scott Rollins and his new assistant, Duane A. Trautman......
another great read. SPAAMFAA is endowed with many talented people. My 
thanks to all.

In closing, as always, please feel free to contact me at: 
timothycosgrovejones@gmail.com 
240-793-4833

Best, 
Cos

Chief’s Chair (continued)
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During 1933, the Syracuse Fire Department was operating with twenty-
one engines, nine truck companies and a water tower with nominal staffing 
of four to five personnel on each apparatus. Under the direction of Chief 
Edward Geiselman, the department saw the need to organize a supplemental 
firefighting company to provide additional manpower at incidents similar to 
flying squads and rescue companies that had served with larger departments. 
The depression era left the department with few options to acquire a new 
piece of apparatus, so the Chief turned to the department’s master mechanic, 
Harold Trotter.  

When the Village of Eastwood was annexed into Syracuse, a 1925 Federal/
Obenchain-Boyer 500-gpm pumper was acquired. It was Trotter who would 
oversee the modification of the Federal for the varied use as a squad. The fire 
pump and chemical tanks were removed and replaced with a Kohler 4-cylinder 
engine coupled to a 2.0 Kw 110-volt DC generator. The new rig featured two 
750-watt and four 250-watt portable floodlights, 1,100 feet of electrical cord 
and other equipment. The company was referred to as the Light Squad and 
went into service on December 1, 1933, quartered with Engine Company 
6. While this vehicle initially met the needs of the newly formed company, 
the open cab and lack of protection from the weather meant that the crew 
took a beating from the elements while responding to alarms. In addition, the 
Continental six-cylinder motor with 33 horsepower proved to be no match 
for the city’s hilly terrain.

The first custom built Light Squad was placed into service during October 
1941 with the delivery of a Chevrolet model AJ four door cab built by a 
local company, Salina Body Works. Built on a 185-inch wheelbase, the rig 
had a unique appearance and was equipped with a Kohler 5.0 Kw generator, 
portable floodlights, electric cable, acetylene torch, salvage equipment and 
hand tools. During 1951 Chief William Connelly set out to create a rescue 
company that would expand the scope of operations to replace the Light 
Squad. The result was the formation of Rescue Company One. During August 
1951, Syracuse placed an order with the Approved Fire Equipment Company 

by Tom Shand

for a Senior Model rescue constructed on a GMC HC-754 chassis with a 
201-inch wheelbase. The rescue was equipped with twenty-two enclosed body 
compartments, two large floodlights that elevated from inside of the body, 
and a 10.0 Kw generator. A second vehicle was acquired for Rescue Company 
One and placed into service on November 10, 1962. This rig was a GMC panel 
van ambulance built by the Automotive Conversion Corporation and utilized 
to transport injured members. The official name and radio designation of the 
two-piece unit was Rescue Company One and the First Aid Company.  

This 1924 Federal chassis built by Obenchain Boyer was modified by the department’s 
master mechanic providing a Kohler 2.0 Kw generator, floodlights, cable reels and other 
equipment. This vehicle was originally built for the Eastwood Volunteer Fire Department. 
Photo from the collection of Tom W. Shand.
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The Light Squad operated this 1941 Chevrolet four door cab chassis with custom bodywork 
built by the Salina Body Works enabling the company to carry additional equipment with a 
5.0 Kw generator and floodlights. Photo from the collection of Tom W. Shand.

The Rescue Company received their first custom built vehicle with this 1951 GMC chassis 
with a walk in body built by Approved Fire Equipment Company. This Senior Model rescue 
was built on a 201-inch wheelbase and equipped with a 10.0 Kw direct drive generator and 
cost $27,750 when new. Photo from the collection of Tom W. Shand.

The GMC/Approved rescue was replaced in 1966 with a Seagrave 70th 
Anniversary Series with bodywork by Welch Fire Apparatus of Marion, 
Wisconsin. This unit was powered by a 325 horsepower Waukesha gasoline 
engine and was equipped with a power take off, front bumper winch rated at 
7,000 pounds, and a 10.0 Kw direct drive generator. Rescue Company One 
was one of the first pieces of apparatus to be outfitted with both a mechanical 
and an electronic siren and was equipped with five rotating Dietz red beacon 
lights on the roof. The outward appearance of this unit remained the same 
until 1978 when the department shops performed some bodywork and 
repainted the apparatus safety yellow. 

New York was assigned as Rescue Two and the first unit to be painted in the 
department’s new yellow color. This vehicle was replaced in 1981 with a larger 
Chevrolet model C-60 chassis with an aluminum body built by the Modular 
Ambulance Corporation of Grand Prairie, Texas.

By 1974, a newly completed Fire Station 1, 900 South State Street 
accommodated the Rescue Company and the Squad Company. Initially 
operating with Truck 1’s former 1968 Seagrave 100-foot aerial, the Rescue and 
Squad became a three-piece company. The 1968 aerial was replaced by Truck 
2’s 1973 Seagrave 100-foot aerial during October of 1976. The Rescue would 
be added to the normal dispatch assignment at the discretion of the Rescue 
Company officer and would normally respond to incidents in the downtown 
business district, university area, hospitals and any targeted hazards.  

In 1970, the department acquired from Eastern Ambulance a used 1965 
Cadillac Hess and Eisenhardt ambulance to utilize as a spare for the First 
Aid Company. Unfortunately, this vehicle was destroyed in an accident 
while responding to an alarm and was replaced with a 1970 Chevy C-20/
Gerstenslager. Shortly after being placed into service, the radio designation 
for the First Aid Company was changed to Rescue Two. Several years later, 
a 1975 Chevy C-30 modular ambulance built by Medicoach of Oneonta, 
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The Seagrave/Welch rescue was beginning to show its age and was 
replaced with a 1977 International Paystar 5070 chassis with a walk in body 
manufactured by Saulsbury Fire Apparatus from nearby Tully, New York. This 
heavy rescue was the first built by Saulsbury to have a walk-through provision 
from the body into the cab and was rebuilt by the department shops during 
1986. This rescue vehicle had a very rugged appearance with aluminum tread 
plate front fenders, Dietz beacon lights, and Mars lights mounted on the front 
of the apparatus. In January 1982, the department acquired a used rescue 
vehicle from the Dewitt Fire Department to serve as a spare apparatus for 
Rescue One. This unit was built by Lyncoach of Oneonta, New York on a Ford 
chassis and had a parcel van style walk in body.

The three-piece rescue company received an update in 1985 with the 
acquisition of an Emergency One Hurricane 135-foot rear mount aerial ladder 
that was placed into service during June. A year later, Rescue One received a 
tandem axle Saulsbury rescue built on an International Paystar chassis with 
a 23-foot walk in body. This was the first stainless steel apparatus to serve 
Syracuse. A new Rescue Two was placed into service in February 1988 with 
the delivery of a Type III ambulance built on a Ford E-350 chassis with a Braun 
module. This unit served the department until January 1992 when it was 
replaced by a Type I Braun modular body built on a Ford F-350 chassis. 

This classic 1966 Seagrave 70th Anniversary model rescue was built by Welch Fire 
Apparatus in Marion, Wisconsin. Seagrave supplied the chassis with the open cab and 
cowling with Welch mating the cab roof and bodywork with a streamlined appearance. This 
rig was powered by a Waukesha F-817G engine rated at 325 horsepower, with the Fire 
Department shops adding the front bumper winch and A-frame, assigned Seagrave serial 
number Q-4066. Photo by Jack Calderone.

Syracuse Rescue One operated this 1977 International Paystar 5070 4X4 chassis with 
bodywork built by Saulsbury Fire Equipment. This rig defines the term Heavy Rescue and 
was the first walk through style body built by Saulsbury and equipped with a 17.0Kw direct 
drive generator, and A-Frame with a 20,000-pound hydraulic front winch. Photo by the late 
Pete Lund.

The 1986 International/Saulsbury was replaced by a 1997 Emergency One 
Cyclone II with a 25-foot aluminum rescue body. At the time it was built, the 
new Rescue One was the largest rescue apparatus constructed by Emergency 
One and provided much needed new equipment to meet the needs of the 
department.  The apparatus was painted safety yellow with white and red 
reflective stripes and would be one of the last delivered to feature this paint 
scheme. 

The officers and members assigned to the rescue operations of the Syracuse 
Fire Department have responded to incidents large and small, performing 
heroic acts, most of which are lost to time. From a used 1925 Federal to the 
custom ordered rigs of the decades since, the apparatus assigned to Rescue 
Company One contribute to the storied history of the Syracuse rescue 
companies.
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The Rescue Companies first tandem axle apparatus was this 1986 
International Paystar 5070 chassis powered by a Detroit Diesel 8V-92TA 
engine rated at 450 horsepower on a 212-inch wheelbase built by 
Saulsbury Fire Equipment. The stainless steel body had a walk through 
from the cab and was equipped with a 17.0 Kw direct drive generator and 
carried Saulsbury serial number 2456. Photo by Tom W. Shand.

This 1997 Emergency One Cyclone apparatus was 
one of the last to enter the departments fleet in the 

chrome yellow color. Serial 17764 was built on a 
246-inch wheelbase with a twenty five foot aluminum 

walk in body equipped with a 35 Kw Onan direct drive 
generator. In later years. the apparatus was repainted 

red to match the department’s new paint scheme. 
Photo by Tom W. Shand.
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This 1970 Chevrolet C-20 Gerstenslager rig was 
the second generation of the First Aid unit and 
featured twin Dietz beacons on the roof along 
with a Federal mechanical siren. This rig would be 
replaced in the future with a series of modular 
ambulance bodies built by Medicoach, Modulance 
and Braun. Photo by Jack Calderone.

Rescue Two operated with this 1992 Ford F-250 chassis carrying a Braun model BF-3000A modular body 
with serial number 2088. The compartment on top of the body carried a stokes basket and backboards. 
Photo by Tom W. Shand.
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This 1973 Seagrave PA-20756 100 foot midship aerial ladder first 
served as Truck 2 and reassigned to the Rescue Company in 1976. 
This rig was equipped with 268 feet of ground ladders, including 
a scaling ladder mounted above the upper body compartments. 
Photo by the late Pete Lund.

This 1985 Emergency One Hurricane 135-foot aerial ladder was 
acquired to enhance the capabilities of the Rescue Company. This 
rig was one of twenty seven 135 foot ladders built by Emergency 
One assigned serial number 3984 and cost $315,000 when new. 
Photo by Tom W. Shand.
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One of the two 1940 Fabco tank wagons that were converted into Hose Tenders with Gorter 
turrets between 1958 and 1960.

Over the years, the San Francisco Fire Department (SFFD) has had a fleet of 
one-of-a-kind apparatus converted at the San Francisco Central Shops. Many 
rigs which were quite serviceable were converted to various other uses by 
the fire department mechanical shops. Many received shop-built bodies. The 
following is an attempt to give an overview of these conversions.

The department had been using hose wagons with a high pressure monitor 
battery since 1915 and several combination hose and chemical wagons were 
converted for this the new duty. The first two units were converted American-
LaFrance rigs, followed by a Schneer combination  hose and chemical. The rigs 
received Gorter turret nozzles and larger hose beds. 

The Gorter turret nozzles were designed by Henrry H. Gorter while 
employed at the SFFD shops and patented in 1896. SFFD continued to use 
Gorter nozzles producing them as needed in their own machine shop facilities. 
The connection to the nozzle via a ball-and-socket joint allow rotate 360 
degrees. 

The Central Shop was still doing conversions as late as 1995.

All this written by me on my best knowledge.

Sources: 
The foregoing data was obtained from records compiled by my late pen friend Rich 
Schneider.  Article “San Francisco’s Apparatus Conversion Program” (not sure about 
the source, could be Fire Engineering), articles by Dale Magee in his column “Times 
Past” in Fire Apparatus Journal. 

Photos from T. Taggart, C. Arnold, R. Allen, and others.

by Thorsten Umbach
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In 1986, the 1957 White/ Van Pelt Salvage 
Wagon was converted to a Foam Carrier.

In 1946, a 1942 Chevrolet 1-1/2-ton chassis of a formerly Auxilliary Defense pumper  
received the  shop-built body from a 1922 Buick to become the new “Coffee Wagon.”

One of two 1948 American-LaFrance 
700 Series Tank Wagons that were 
converted into Salvage Units.
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In 1985/1986 the old hose tenders became part of the portable water supply system 
(PWSS), an above-the-ground hydrant system to supplement the normal water supply or 
replace in the event of earthquake damage. Developed by Assistant Chief Blackburn. The rigs 
received heavy duty rear axle and rebuilt springs and were loaded with 5-inch hose, hose 
ramps, portable hydrants, and Gleeson valves (Gleeson valves are pressure relief valves which 
allow to reduce pressure from the high pressure hydrants from the city’s high pressure water 
system, which were carried by the engines as well). The 1967 Ford C hose tender, the two 
1950 Mack L hose tenders, 1950 Mack S, and a Ford C/Welch hose tender were refitted to 
operate with the PWSS as unmanned special units. 

To turn off the high-pressure hydrant valves, SFFD ran pickup trucks with a hydraulic-operated 
spindle arm. These rigs ran as “Valve Wagons.”

The hose tender and Gorter turret was 
installed by the Central Shop in early 

1968 on this1967 Ford C chassis. This 
was the third rig to use this hosebody!
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In 1982 a service squad body and air cascade body was installed on new chassis, 
a 1981 Ford C. In 1989 the air cascade system was replaced by a Rix air 
compressor for on-scene refilling.
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A 1975 Ford C/Gerstenlager Salvage Unit 
converted to Rescue Squad in 1977.

In 1977, the 1955 American 
LaFrance 700 Series former 

Rescue Squad became 
“Pollution Control Unit.”
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A 1930 Mack 
Type-19 received 
a squad body that 
was built and then 
installed on chassis in 
the Central Shop.

Air Compressor and Smoke Ejector Truck was built in the 
Shops on a new 1951 White WC-20 chassis with LeRoi Type 
315G air compressor and two 50-ft canvas discharge tubes 

for smoke extractors. The rig was also used to bore holes 
with pavement breakers for standpipes.
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SFFD bought two 1928 chassis from the Kleiber Motor Truck Company 
(manufactured in San Fransisco) and the Central Shop built the bodies for Searchlight 

1 & 2. Each rig received a Kohler 10,000 watt generator, one 2,000 watt floodlight, 
and five 1,000 watt floodlights mounted on a swivel bar on top of the body.

One of the two 1950 Seagrave tank that became ladder truck tractors with a 1939 Ahrens-Fox 85-foot wooden aerial ladder trailer.
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Two Mack L chassis were purchased in 1950, 
but were not rebuilt into hose tenders until 
1955 because there was not enough money 
in the budget. Upon delivery they were stored 
in a city warehouse for 4 1/2 years until the 
Central Shop had the budget and time to 
install the bodies built and Gorter turrets.

52 GMC with a Searchlight body 
from one of the Kleiber chassis.
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