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Fire-Tec Apparatus

Fort Worth, Texas was the home of this builder that was in business during the late 1970s and 
through the 1980s. Apparatus constructed by this company is generally associated with airports 
and industrial fire brigades, however they also built booster rigs for municipal departments and 
structural apparatus primarily for the U.S. Government. Fire-Tec was an abbreviation for Fire & 
Technical Equipment Corporation.

by Steve Hagy

The United States Coast Guard operates fire departments at several installations. The 
Baltimore Yard was once protected by this 1984 GMC chassis engine. Contrasting most 
government operated apparatus a smart looking white paint job adorns this pumper. The 
rig has a 1,000-gpm pump and 1,000-gallon booster tank along with a foam system. 
Photo by the late John Floyd.

Lockheed Martin produces fighter aircraft for the United States and other countries at its 
Fort Worth, Texas facility. In 1981 Fire-Tec delivered this Jeep carrying a 500-pound dry 
chemical unit to Lockheed. It looks as though the Jeep may have been purchased straight off 
a dealer’s lot as it has white sidewall tires. Eric Hansen photo.

Grand Coulee Dam spans the Columbia River in Washington state and maintains its own fire 
department staffed by career firefighters. The Department of Interior obtained this Spartan 
chassis rig for use at the dam in 1981. Fire-Tec mounted a 1,000-gpm pump, a 1,000-gallon 
booster tank and an 80-gallon foam tank on this unit. This engine has all rear discharges and 
an elaborate exhaust system mounted above the pump panel to accommodate a separate 
engine which drives the pump. When this photo was taken the fire station for this facility was 
located inside of the dam! Photo by the late Leo Duliba.

The U.S. Army took delivery of four of these quints in 1980. Chassis and 85’ aerials were 
supplied by Hahn. Along with a complement of ground ladders a 1,000-gpm pump and 
200-gallon booster tank were specified. The first of the four to be delivered is shown here at 
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri and assigned as Ladder 1. Steve Loftin photo.
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~ On the Front Cover ~

Among the many Macks that were made in New York was this 

1943 Model L-85 pumper that served in Bethpage in Long 
Island’s Nassau County.

Fellow SPAAMFAA Members, 

Thank you for placing your trust in me by electing 
me as President of this wonderful organization. It 
is an honor. I want to thank President Tremel for 
providing a steady path to move us forward. Job 
well done, Frank.

It was especially wonderful to take the reins during 
the winter meeting at the Fire Museum of Memphis. 
The museum became a SPAAMFAA chapter and 
celebrated their 25th anniversary.

Speaking of the fire museum, a tip of the helmet 
to the museum’s Executive Director - Kimberly 
Crafton, Operations Manager - Daniel Dover. 
and Historian/Curator - Bill Adelman. When Bill 
was approached regarding hosting the winter 
meeting, he enthusiastically took total control of 
the event. I have only heard positive remarks for 
all the activities that were provided. The museum 
has invited us back in five years for their 30th 
Anniversary. For me, I made new friends in another 
part of the country. This goes along with our motto: 
Fun, Family, Friends, and Fire Trucks.

I attended the annual Cradle of Liberty Spring 
Melt in Allentown, PA where I was able to catch 
up with old friends. Our in-house book author, 
Anthony Buono was selling his latest book Made 
in New York, the sales from this book benefit our 
archives. Anthony was also signing up new members 
to SPAAMFAA. Anthony has also undertaken the 
herculean task of sorting and storing back issues 
of Enjine!~Enjine!. This is after he, Chris Kelley, and 
Brian Anderson moved the collection from where 
it was being stored on Kelley’s dime to a better 
storage facility that is free. If you are in need of a 
back issue or multiple copies, let Anthony know.
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Greetings,

Bill Blunden has written a two-part article on Trailer Mounted Fire-Fighting Pumps. 
These pieces of firefighting equipment became a home front staple in Britain 
during WWII and the idea carried over into the United States. Part one covers the 
development and use of the trailer mounted fire-fighting pump in the UK.

Anthony Buono has penned an article on the Macks that were made in New York. 
Mack started making wagons in a three-story building in Brooklyn in 1889. 

A good issue with great articles and neat apparatus photos!

Thank you,

PS: I have a new Co-Editor! Duane Trautman (PA), Duane’s enthusiasm about the hobby and 
publications is contagious and I think you’ll see that in Enjine!~Enjine! going forward. But 
enough from me, I’ll let Duane introduce himself:

I started my affiliation with the fire service 41 years ago having grown up two doors away 
from a fire-house. Now I actually own an old firehouse and live there. During those 41 years, 
I volunteered, I served our country as a U.S. Marine, and continued service as a paid fireman 
for nearly three decades. My affection for fire apparatus is lifelong. A SPAAMFAA member 
since 1996, I have been the avid reader of Enjine!~Enjine! and the writings of Messrs, 
Horstmann, McCall, Elder, Soderbeck, and many more. Having a collection of nearly every 
issue, Enjine!~Enjine! is a consistent, competent face of the organization. The recent need for 
an assistant editor seems like my time to contribute. I fervently hope to follow in the capable 
traditions of this publication, adding luster to the cause.

Enjoy, 
Scott Rollins, Co-Editor 
Duane Trautman, Co-Editor

Future E!E! issue submission due dates:
2024-3 due by 07-01-24 
2024-4 due by 10-01-24
2025-1 due by 01-01-25

Contact your Editor:

Scott Rollins
Call: 317.439.8425
Email: editoreditor@comcast.net
Mail: 4486 E Hadley Road
 Mooresville, IN  46158

Duane Trautman
Call: 717.926.2531
Email: dtrautman67@outlook.com
Mail: 136 S. 8th St. 
 Lebanon, PA 17042

If you haven’t made plans for our summer meeting in York, PA.....now is the time! This 
has been in the planning stages for quite a while under the leadership of Bob Straw 
of the White Rose Chapter. Unfortunately, Bob passed away before he could see the 
fruits of his labor.  However, the chapter is moving forward with all the plans for a 
great meeting...muster, flea market and tours. I look forward to seeing everyone there. 
All registration forms and information can be found on our website.

Remember, this is your organization. Your trustees are here to assist you and your 
chapter. Let them know what you need or what you would like to see. I am always 
available by email at timothycosgrovejones@gmail.com.

See you all soon, 
Cos

Chief’s Chair (continued)
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The Seneca (KS) Fire Department's first motorized apparatus 
was a 1922 Stutz Model K “Baby Stutz” pumper. They have 
maintained ownership of the truck for over 100 years. In the 
mid-70s, the department did an in-house restoration of the 
engine restoring it to its former glory. In 2022 they held a 
community celebration to acknowledge and share the Stutz’s 
100th birthday. Photos by Robert Ohlsen.
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